REFCOM – THE LATEST!!



Primary Objective
The F Gas regulation (EC 842/2006) requires the mandatory register of businesses engaged in refrigerant handling activities within the static ACR sector; this includes any and all refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pump equipment and activities include installation, commissioning, service, maintenance, decommissioning and disassembly.

‘Installation’ means the joining two or more pieces of equipment or circuits containing or designed to contain flourinated greenhouse gas refrigerant, with a view to assembling a system in the location where it will be operated.  This is irrespective of the need to charge the system after assembly.


The Proposed Register
REFCOM already has a voluntary registration scheme that has been running since 1994 and has 330 accredited members, employing over 2000 operatives with another 52 companies in process of joining.

REFCOM has been in discussions with DEFRA since January 2008, regarding requirements for a national mandatory register and whether the current voluntary scheme would suit government needs or could be amended / adapted.

The expected Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) from the Secretary of State has not yet been signed as discussions continue regarding mandatory scheme costs, audit criteria for the full certification and the policy for transferring exisiting voluntary schemem members onto the mandatory listing.

When operative, the database of certificated businesses will be openly availableon 24/7 basis and will offer end-users and the supply chain the opportunity to check on the compliance of businesses operating in the static ACR sector.


Key Requirements
It is hoped that both the interim and full certification options will be available by the time the scheme goes live.

Key requirements for interim certification
· Provision of company details: Company name and area of core business; compliance with related legal requirements such as hazardous waste and carriage of controlled waste; address of main and satellite offices; contact names and numbers of designated managers; webites, email addresses; breakdown of office based and field based operatives.
· A list of field based operatives certified as competant to handle refrigerants – C&G 2078 or CITB J01 for those who work on systems with a 3kg or greater.  For those working on systems below the 3kg threshold, which could include small commerial applications or domestic appliances, evidence of an in-house company qualification prior to July 2009 or a certificate issued by the Domestic Appliace Service Association (DASA)
· Interim certificated businesses will not be subject to auditing procedures.
· Interim certification will be valid until 4th July 2011.

Key requirements for full certification
· Provision of business details; as per interim certification
· A list of field based operatives certificated as competant to handle refrigerants – C&G 2079 or Construction Skills J11-J14, depending upon the extent of the work scope covered, for those who work on systems with a 3kg charge or greater.  For those working on systems below the 3kg threshold, which could include small commercial applications or domestic appliances, evidence of C&G 2079 Categories 3 or 4 or Construction Skills J13 or J14 will be required.
· Full certificated businesses will be subject to auditing procedures.  Full certification is likely to be valid for three years.


Enforcement
Key to the effectiveness, credibility and success of the F Gas Regulation will be a visible audit regime, backed by meaningful legal sanctions.  The final details of this audit model are not yet to be agreed between REFCOM and DEFRA.

REFCOM will not have any powers of enforcement; instead, the Regulation will be enforced by Local Authoritie of Regulatory Services (LACORS).  There will be a facility on the REFCOM website for any person or business to register a complaint or any concerns that they have concerning contractors operating on a site they may be attending.
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