ACRIB Card Holders Lead The Way

Wth over 6,000 individuals now holding the Air conditioning and Refrigeration Industry Board (ACRIB) card, the ACRIB Register is a key tool for helping end users and employers verifiy the engineers competence.

This voluntary register of individuals has been in operation for over 15 years.  It addresses a practical need industry-wide for evidence that engineers have taken a refrigerant handling or F Gas qualification.  A wallet sized photo card and a national database of individuals are just two of the services it provides.

These services are in demand from:
· End users who want to check the qualifications of service and maintenance personnel handling F gases on their sites
· Employers who want to verifiy that employees have the necessary qualifications and who want to join the REFCOM voluntary company scheme
· Individuals who want to demonstrate that they conform to industry training standards, and that they are kept up to date with the latest qualification requirements.

As a service to card holders ACRIB has compiled a list of current F Gas training centres with information about how and where you can take the new assessments.  In addition we will be adding to our website at www.acrib.org.uk guidance on what type and length of training is right for you, frequently asked questions about the new qualifications and training information on basic theory knowledge.  

ACRIB is also promoting the benefits of insisting on using only ACRIB card holders to end users by working with the equipment owner trade press and trade associations to make sure everyone understands their obligation to use only qualified personnel to check and fix refrigerant leakage.  These oblications are now backed by legislatio and fines in the UK, and will affect their service and maintenance contracts.

In recent months ACRIB has been working with DEFRA F Gas Support to clarify a number of F Gas technical questions.  With more questions coming to lightas we near the phase out of virgin R22 at the end of 2009, ACRIB’s F Gas Implementation Group will be helping to make sure the industryis informed and prepared for this deadline.

As an umbrella body governed by key trade associations and professional institutes in refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pumps, ACRIB remains committed to raising standards, sharing technical advice and promoting an industry-led view on key developments for our sector.

Please visit www.acrib.org.uk for further information.



Source: ACR TODAY – June 2009










